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TURVEYDROP'S CHRISTMAS EVE ; OR, | and any teoth chattered as if I had | earviage. T seemed glued  to the with one despairing cry 1 s | my wife. A Merry Cluistmns,”

THE GHOSTLY EXPRESS.

Yes, it was the 24th. All day it

had blown and rained incessantly.
The streots had been like rivers but,
now that the rain had ceased for a
moment, the water lay in pools in-
stead of druining away. The oldest
inhabitant hae never seen such a
Zeoma hefore.  The waves had dashed
over the edges of the wharves casting
up spray over the shelter sheds,

The only schooner in  the harbour
was stove in agninst the end of the
old Custom House wharlf by the
violence of the first blast. Thoe fow
ghips from foreign ports had all
snl*nﬂ-(l more or less damnge.

For hours it had  been impossilile
togo out of doors : business had
utterly ceased. But the ceaseloss
pour of the rain had lulled and only
the fitful sobbing of the wind was to
be heard echoing round the corners,

1 did not eare to go out but 1
could not stay oll night in my office.
1 must get home some way. At last
1 blew out the lamps that all day
had cast a fitful radiance over tho
scene of my labours and having scen
that every thing was secure I shut
the door and locked it,

It was frightfully dark and the
lamp at the Bank corner gave a
misty light thut scemed to say “Roly
on yourself and not on me.” The
foot-path and the centre of the
street were alike scas of mud I
found. At every step I sank ancle-
deep. Stepping across the road, 1
went into trw galoon and took a fid.
A few friends were inside hut hastily
bidding them a Merry Christmas
went out, 1 reached the corner of
the street withont meeting any body.
But just before me I saw with joy
and surprise an express standing by
the foot-path. I walked up and
askod if it were disengaged, hearing
no reply I jumped in, calling out at
the same time *Drive home quickly.
I'm in a hurry.” 1 lay back without
looking ‘around 'and, L)ullin out a
cigar, litit. In doing this I became
aware of the presence of another
person in the express.  Thinking it
might be zome friend who was
courteously sharing his express with
me I proffered him a cigar. He
rejected it without upcakin‘F and
scemed to settle himself further
back in his corner to avoid being
Boon,

1 thought to myself “well, here's a
pretty go” and puffed vigorously
awuy. Lnying back as I smoked I
thought that 1 would find out who
this queer stick was and so I essayed
to break the ice by remarking. “It's
been an awful day,”* Still no answer.
Well, I thought, if you are going to
be so gruff Il be the same and 1
Iny back and phffed more vigorously
than before.

Suddenly there was an awful roll
of thunder and the rain come dashing
ritilessly down in torrents, The
ightning flashedin sheets of dazzling
brilliance and made the murky
darkness  blacker by its sharp
contrast, My thoughts had bgen
preoccupied with my silent com-
puwiion and I had not noticed where
we were going, when a less vivid
flash than usmﬁ showed me that we
were proceeding  up the valley
towards. the Pali, We had almost
reached the top of the eminence
where Judd street now runs off
and although it was much out of
my road and I was anxious to get
horie, 1 said nothing as 1 knew there
were but & few more houses and 1
was still eurious' to know wWho my
silent companion was, Al this time
he bad never spoken a word or
moved from his original position but
when we reached the top of the
eminence he suddenly sat up and in
an intense, sepulchral whisper said
to the driver, “On! on! faster! we'll
nover get there.”  The driver seem
suddenly galvanized and the horse
broke into atrot. “Faster! Faster,"
again he whispered, The trot became
a canter and the canter a gallop. 1
could scarce bolieve my senses. The
wind whisteed round us with the
speed we were going and the rain
still fell in heavy dripping. Never
in my experience had & horse gone
up that road faster than a gentle trot
and here was 0 horsegalloping with
a load on such amght as this, I grew
frightened and shouted to the driver
to stop, but he scemed not to hear
me, and still that strange mystery
sat at my elbow, whispering with a
peculiar grave-yard intensity of tone
“Faster yet, faster.” The ground
seemed to fly under us, the sparks
from the stones were like a chain of
fire. And still the elements warred
around.” My hair began to stund on
wnd, | could feel my skin in a cold
quiver of fear, my limbs trewbled

heen suddenly seized with the agho,
The Half way honse was soon passed,
The mass of maile was secn by the
light of a wivid flash.  All its fan-
tastic shapes seemed endowed with
life, pointing with lenn fingers at us
and gibbering in  the weird light.
Still no signs of stopping, Gradunlly
loomed up before us in the ever
nenrer-tlawing  distance  the

cleft

Fenshion and I shook moere and more
tremulomsly with ench peal of langliter |
that hroke from his lips. 1t was the
most  demonine  eachinmation T eyer
heavd.  More and more madly did
the vehivle secin to fly.  We searcely
seemed to-toweh” the ground, We
were now flving np  the Inst rise and
ot the top of it was the precipice, 1
tried to ift my sclf from my seat.

madly out towards the cliff,
something inmy hand. 1 clutched
it madly, and clung to it with the
dlespair of death, and heard, while 1
clung, a wild, hopeless yell, that
makes my blood shudder now to
think of it almost drowning the
thunder peal.

I had clasped the iron railing that
guards the precipice.  As T redlized

through which the road winds down | I was - fascinated—=not n limh ' the faet 1T knew that ‘the slightest
neross the Pali. teould I omove @ T only  livell in g slip would be fatal: there I was hang-
A horridd fear began to il me,  thought, 1 knew the fearful doom ing by my hands over a precipice
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" OPEN THIS EVENING, DEC. 23rd.

Y  NEW INVOICES OF

%\ MERIDEN
BRITANNIA
COMPANY,

Q\ CASTERS,
&@ot TEA SETS,
CAKE BASKETS.

SN e £

BERRY BOwLsS,
JEWEL BOXES,
TOILET SETS,

£

T

served,

J
[

( Slver Plated Ware

FOR THE HOLIDAYS, ¥

JUST OPENED BY

NGHAM & (0.

We respectfully invite our friends and the public gencrally to examine
our stock, which is almost all new, and selected from the best goods manu-
factured inour line 5 and to note our prices. |

A constantly inereasing demand for our special line of goods is sub-
stantial evidence that good judges of merchandise know where they are well J/#

4 We have so often called your attention, in detail, to the numberless, &
j necessary, useful, and beautiful “articles comprising our stock—that we will, §
) on this occagion, simply assure you of our appreciation for past favors, and
) solicit your future patronage,

Very truly yours,

—
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MIDDLETON
PLATE
COMPANY,

£
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~ SPOONS;
| ™
FORKS, A

BUTTER KNIVES.

BUTTER DISHES,
SOUP LADLES, N
SUGAR SHELLS,

j
)

DILLINGHAM & CO.  ger &
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Were we going to stop, or were we
going to drive down the Pali at this
rate? I knew there were 10 houses
hetween us amd it,  Whither were
we going ¢ 1 mustered up cournge to
break the monotonous chant from my
vompanions lips, of **Faster: faster,”
and ns where we going,

A sardonic *hal ha!"' that shook
the corvinge was the only answer.
The sound of his lnugh filled me with
sueh trembling thnt I could not rise
from my seat though my

that awaited me if we went over but

L owas vooteld to the spot,  We lud
reached the top but not an instant |
Fdid we pause in our wild caveer. Wo
Aurned under the bluff to go down
[ when o more vivid flash of lightuing
than had oceurved hefore showed e
(a5 one vast panornms the whole of
jthe beantiful seene heneath me. Alnsg !
L thought T shall never see it more,
At the snme time I noticed that the
{fhorse was just clearing the roml gl

s | npparently soing down the precipiee, | hedroom covered

more than o thousand feet down. I
hod learnt gymnnstios when o hay,
80, holding firmly, I swung to and fro
till my feet touched terea firma when
by o sudden upward moyement, I
raised them over the bar and soon
erawled along * till T could plant my
legm on solid ground again.  Then
overcome by tevror, 1 swooned, Tow
I renched my home, 1 shall never
knew, but it was 4 o'clock in the
morning, when I stoggered into my
with mud from

wis Lo - throw mysell from Hhe Lhe wight scomed to Bierve we, i | Lo to foot, and souking wet, 1o wish
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Al to this day she doesn’t belioy
that T ever left the saloon #ill 1 was
put out of it, and that the mxly &c.
is acounted for by the state,/I came
home in.  That doesn’t matter for
I have since discovered that every
Christmas eve that gliostly - expriss
with its demon occupant waits at the
corner of the street for the wawary
pazsenger who may be tempted to
ride with them. That is my one
noteworthy Chyristmas  eve, and I
shall never forget my ride in the

ghostly expross,
Ixe Mea.

SUDDEN WHITENING OF THE MAIR.

There are few topics among what
mn'y be called the curiosities of Phy-
siology, which have a greater fascinn-
tion for the popular mind than the
sudden hleaching of the hair, which is
nsserted to sometimes oceur under
the influence of strong emotion as
intense grief or fear. The possibility
of such an occurrence has been
strongly denied hy many, including
some who lave a right to be con-
sidered as authorities in such mattersy

themselves  ineredulous . i8 Dr.
Erasmus Wilson, whose standing is
too well known to need 'oilfuréng
upon. His unbelicf, however, w
cousiderally shaken by the case of a
young lndy who, on Treceiving news
of the shipwreck and death of her
hushand eleet, fell into a swoon, last-
ing five hours, during which her dark
brown hair hecome, ns white as a
camlpic  handkerchief.  Though
convinced of the reality of the oc-
currence, Dr. Wilson seems to be in
n state of considerable doubt and
uncertainty as to the way in which
the change is Irought abont. *If*
savs he, **it be established that'the
hair is susceptible of permeation hy
fluids derived from the blood—a
transmission of flulds from the vessels
of the skin into the substance of the
hair really oceurs, the quantity and
nature being modified hy the peeuliar-
ity of constitution or state of health
of the individual—it follows that such
Yuids, heéing altered in their chemical
qualitics, may possess the power of
impressing new  conditions on the
strnctitre into which they enter, Thus,
if they contain an excess of salts of
lime, they may deposit salts of lime
in the tissue of the hair, and so pro.
duce 4 change in its appearance from
durk to grey.'”  So far, therefore, as
Prof. Wilson imderstands the matter,
it resolves into o question ‘of “‘may
he's,”  Some of the older stories of
this sudden ¢hange in the eolor of
the hair are probably ‘mythieal © nt
nny rate they are not well authentieat-
ed, A few more modern instances,
however, may Le mentioned * which
have come tnder the ohservations of
persons now or recently living. ' One
of the most reinarkable of these
ocenrred 'in the experience of Staff-
Surgeon Prrry, “Who was 'serving in
Imdin during the matiny.  Among
the prisoners taken in n skirmish at
Chamda was a sepoy “of the Bengul
Army. ' He was' Iwonght  befove the
authorities and ' examined. . Fully
alive to his pesition the Bengalee
stood ulmost stupified  with fear,
trembling  greatly, with horror and
despair plainly depicted onhis connt-
enance. Hucﬁleuly,'in the midst of
the exmr;in{llt‘l;n, the by-lntnuﬂers
were startled by the sergeant in t:lmrﬁ:
of the prisoier’ exclaiming, *‘He
turning grey (" All eyes were turned
on the unfortumnte  man, - watching,
with wondering 'interest| thé change
coming upon’ his gléssy, jet hluck
lovks,  In half an hour ‘they were of
a uniform grey hue. A gimilar chan
has  sometimes taken place in the
conrse of w single night; 'One of the
witnesses in the Tichborhe cnse
testified that, the night after heari
of lis father's .death, he

that he saw him killed hefore his eyes,
and found, on awakening, that his haip
Lad turned quite white. The writer
*of this once knew a vencrable clergy-
man, who related that when quite a
young man, his hair turned ' grey so
rapidly that some of his flock waited
on him to remonstrate againgt what
they considered undue frivolity in
adopting the then fashionable custom
of powdering the hale, The ‘two
following enses ave espevially curions,
The first was that of ‘o young lady
who first heard of her lover's trenchery
hy reading an account of his marringa
in a newspaper,  After' a night's
brooding over the traitor's haseness,
her looking gluss disclosod the ne=
tonishing fuct that the bair on one
side of ler hend  had bleached to n
eolor more becoming n grand-motler,
while the other half of her tresses ve-
tained theiv natweal - golilen ~hrow,

Evewthis wis uot so bud g thio onsg

Among those who have  declared
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